Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 


Message Text 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 01 TANANA 00599 130429Z 

70 

ACTION EB-07 

INFO OCT-01 AF-06 ISO-OO L-03 TRSE-00 COME-OO CIAE-00 

DODE-OO PM-04 H-02 INR-07 NSAE-00 NSC-05 PA-01 PRS-01 

SP-02 SS-15 USIA-06 OMB-01 AID-05 OPIC-03 /069 W 

041638 

R 121455Z APR 76 
FM AMEMBASSY TANANARIVE 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 8088 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE TANANARIVE 0599 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: EINV, MA 

SUBJECT: USG POLICY CONCERNING VALUATION OF EXPROPRIATED PROPERTY 
REF: STATE 81210 

1 . THE ONLY AMERICAN INVESTORS IN MADAGASCAR, ESSO AND 
CALTEX, ARE ABOUT TO ENTER INTO NEGOTIATIONS WITH THE GDRM 

ON THE GOVERNMENT'S ANNOUNCED TAKEOVER OF MAJORITY OWNERSHIP 
IN THE COUNTRY'S ONLY OIL REFINERY, JOINTLY OWNED BY 
AMERICAN AND OTHER FOREIGN OIL MARKETING COMPANIES. ESSO 
AND CALTEX APPARENTLY BELIEVE THERE IS CHANCE OF AN 
ACCEPTABLE SETTLEMENT OF OIL REFINERY TAKEOVER, SINCE 
NATIONALIZATIONS OF SHIPPING LINE AND CHROME MINE 
LAST YEAR WERE ACCOMPLISHED ON TERMS PRIVATE OWNERS COULD 
LIVE WITH. 

2. IN VIEW OF (A) THE ABOVE, (B) UNRESOLVED STATUS OF 

THE NASA TRACKING STATION CLOSED BY THE GDRM LAST JULY, 

(C) THE STRAINED STATE OF US-GDRM RELATIONS, AND 

(D) THE CURRENT REGIME'S ''SOCIALIST" IDEOLOGY, WE BELIEVE 
ANY US STATEMENT OF POLICY ON EXPROPRIATION COMPENSATION 
IS UNLIKELY TO INFLUENCE THE GDRM, AND IS, MOREOVER, 

INADVISABLE AT THIS TIME. HOWEVER, WE WILL LOOK FOR A 
SUITABLE LOW-KEY OCCASION TO TRANSMIT THE THRUST OF OUR 
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READING SOON ON THE SUBJECT FROM THE MANAGERS OF US OIL 
MARKETING COMPANIES IN MADAGASCAR.SHEINBAUM 
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